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Mectings of Branches & Dibisions. 


[The proceedings of the Divisions and Branches of the 
Association relating to Scientific and Clinical Medicine, 
when reported by the Honorary Secretaries, are published 
in the body of the JouRNaL. | 


GLASGOW AND WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH. 
A MEETING of this Branch and of medical practitioners 
resident in Glasgow and District was held in the Hall 
of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, 242, St. 
Vincent Street, on Friday, September 3rd, 1909, at 
4p.m. The objects of the meeting were to receive the 
report of a Conference with the Glasgow School Board. 
and a further consideration of part-time medical officers’ 
appointments under that Board. Professor R. STOCK- 
MAN, President of the Branch, was in the Chair. 

Confirmation of Minutes—The HONORARY SECRE- 


the Board on August 30th exactly what they as a meeting 
had decided. The Board received them very courteously, 
and they told the Board exactly what the resolution 
was. They told the Board that it was asking part- 
time medical officers to work for 5s. 4d. per hour, and 
that these part-time medical officers elsewhere 
received a minimum salary of 10s. per hour. The 
Board was also told that the Education Act of England 
having come into force sooner than the Education Act 
of Scotland enabled the education authorities in 
England to come to terms with the medical men, 
largely through the influence and the help of the 
British Medical Association. Then they told the 
Board something about the British Medical Association, 
its size, its division into Branches, and told them that 
this resolution had not been hurriedly considered, 


| but that it was submitted to a meeting at Sheffield a 


year ago, that it had been remitted to the Branches, 


and that afterwards in Belfast it was approved 


| of 


TARY (Dr. Macfarlane) read the minutes of the meeting © 


held on Wednesday, August 25th, which were approved. 


Conference with School Board. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was away on holiday, and was 
unable to take part in the deputation to the School 
Board ; he therefore called upon Dr. ‘Grant Andrew to 
report the result of the conference with the School 
Board. 


and submitted to the Central Council, so 
that the Association had had about eighteen 


months to consider the resolution, and that they 


agreed in consequence that the minimum salary 
should be 10s. per hour. They also told the Board 
that they did not think it right that their English 


_ brethren should have a minimum salary of 10s. per 
hour and that the same work should be done in 
| Glasgow for 5s. 4d. They also said that their con- 


| for 5s.4d. It was added that they had not come to 


gone over at the last meeting, so that those who were 


wight | asked it respectfully to reconsider the terms offered 


taken by them as a profession and as a Branch of the 
British Medical Association. At the meeting held on 
August 25th a resolution was passed in the following 
terms: 


temporaries in Govan received 12s. 6d. per hour, and 
that the Board was asking them to do the same work 


fight, or dictate what the Board was to do, but they 


for the part-time medical appointments, and they 
would await its decision. He might say, at this point, 


that Dr. Macfarlane had received. a reply from the 


officers be not less than £500 per annum, exclusive of travel- | 


ling expenses, clerical assistance, stationery, postage, etc., 
and for the Lipa on medical assistants a system of 
payment based on the time devoted to the work, with the 
minimum of £50 per annum in respect of each school 
session of two hours per week. 
A deputation was appointed at that meeting to 
approach the Board and to submit that resolution. 
The deputation consisted of Professors Glaisher and 
Stockman, Dr. Marion Gilchrist as representative of 
the Women’s Vigilance Committee, two members of 
the profession who were not members of the Associa- 
tion, Dr. Young of Parkhead and Dr. Grieve, the 
secretary (Dr. Macfarlane), and Dr. Grant Andrew him- 
self. In the absence of Professors Stockman and 


Glaisher, both of whom were on holiday, he (the | 


speaker) was asked to explain to the subcommittee of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


That the commencing salary of the whole-time medical | School Board. 


Dr. MACFARLANE read the communication, which was 
as follows: 


Having heard the reportand interview between the deputation 
of the British Medical Association and the Committee of Medical 
Inspection of Scholars, the Board consider it unnecessary at this 
stage to give further instructions to the committee. 

JOHN CLARK, 
Clerk to the Glasgow School Board. 

Dr. GRANT ANDREW (resuming) said the Board told 
them that it was surprised to see them, because it had 
thought it was really doing a service to the medical 
men of Glasgow by offering them these part-time 
appointments. They were further told that it was 
new to have medical men interesting themselves in 
sueh sublunary affairs as that of salary, and it was 
also hinted that their attitude savoured of trades 
unionism. It was also stated that they were not right 
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in assuming that the duties of these part-time medical 
officers would be similar to the duties elsewhere. 
When they asked the Board to define what those duties 
were, it could not tell them, as no scheme had then 
been formulated ; but it seemed to him very strange 
that the medical inspection of school children should 
differ in any degree in Glasgow from what it was in 
Govan. What was to be the outcome of all this? Were 
they simply to retire now? Were they simply to enter 
their protest and do nothing more? If so, they would 
simply be like grandmamma shaking her fist at the 
errant schoolboy. They must do something more. At 
the meeting of the Branch Council a motion was sub- 
mitted by the Council in the following terms: 

That this meeting of the Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Branch of the British Medical Association and of prac- 
titioners resident in Glasgow and district regrets that the 
School Board refuses to reconsider the terms of appoint- 
mentof the part-time medical officers, and recommends that 
—— for these posts in the meantime should withdraw 
their applications. 

That was the logical outcome of their action, and he 
asked them to adopt this resolution for two reasons: 
First, for the help of others. They were establishing 
a precedent, if they acceded to these terms, for Scot- 
land. No school board in Scotland had offered terms 
similar to those offered in Glasgow, and he thought it 
would be a downright shame if these terms were 
given out as accepted in Glasgow, and that, therefore, 
they were suitable for application elsewhere. For 
that reason he thought the motion should be the 
finding of that meeting. Then also for their own 
sakes he failed to see why they should accept the 
position. The British Medical Association had been 
told time and again that it had done nothing for 
practitioners. Even now men might say they did not 
see why they should withdraw their application 
for this appointment. If they could be unani- 
mous on this occasion—and he did hope they were 
unanimous, because they were in earnest—they could 
compel, or they could make, the School Board recon- 
sider its terms of appointment for part-time medical 
officers. He had, therefore, pleasure in submitting 
this resolution. 

Dr. W. L. Murr said he had been asked to second 
this, and those who were at the last meeting would 
know that he did so with great pleasure. That was 
the only logical outcome of their interview with the 
School Board. It would be very unfortunate if any 
members of the British Medical Association should 
not withdraw their applications. As Dr. Andrew had 
said, it would establish a precedent for cutting down 
the remuneration of the whole profession for the 
medical examination of school children throughout 
Scotland. Why Glasgow could not pay 10s. per hour 
for this onerous and exacting work while Govan paid 
12s. 6d., and why Glasgow could only be able to pay 
5s. 4d. was one of those mysteries of finance that no 
body could understand. Now the difficulty that he 
saw before them was that a very considerable propor- 
tion of the medical profession in Glasgow did not 
belong to the British Medical Association. They were 
met by these men with the question, What is done for 
the general practitioner of the profession by the 
Association? He admitted that in his early days, 
thirty-five years ago, the British Medical Associa- 
tion did very little except issue a weekly journal. 
Those days were gone. The Association had been 
wakening up and renewing strength, and for 
the last half-dozen years had been forging 
ahead with great activity. He had no doubt that 
the Association would be a power in the land so 
far as all public, bodies were concerned, from Parlia- 
ment downwards. As Dr. Andrew had said, if they 
were only unanimous they could persuade or show 
the Glasgow School Board that the v8ice of the pro- 
fession in Glasgow would have to be considered in all 
these appointments. Then there arose another 
question. If they found that a certain portion of the 
profession had accepted these appointments; if they 
found, after having tried for a little, that in seven and 
a half hours per week questioning and clerking was 
most brain-exhausting work; if they found that £40 a 
year was too little, and if they came to ask for a 


reconsideration of the terms of appointment, he did 
not think that these men would dare to come before 
the British Medical Association to ask for help in 
making better terms. He for one, in the words of the 
old proverb, would leave them to stew in their own 
juice. For these and many other reasons, he had 
pleasure in seconding the resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN having read the terms of the resolu- 
tion, again invited any amendments to be offered. 

Dr. BurGEsS said he did not like the position of 
either the proposer or seconder. After the action 
they had already taken, he thought it would be very 
foolish, for this reason: he wished some one else had 
moved this amendment, for on a previous occasion 
some years ago he also opposed his private judgement 
to a meeting such as this on principles different from 
those of the present. This was a matter of salary, and 
salary alone—and it was a question that might bring 
an adverse judgement upon the medical profession. 
There were times when discretion was very much the 
better part of valour. They had nota trades union 
among them, and yet some of them were proposing to 
work as if there were such, and to exercise some of the 
most drastic functions without having such a union. 
Again, did this meeting represent the whole of the 
‘profession? He knew some men who had received no 
word of it. 

Dr. MACFARLANE pointed out that a circular had been 
issued to all the members and to every member of the 
profession in Glasgow and district whose name was 
to be found in the Glasgow Directory and the Medical 
Directory. 

At this point a gentleman present said he had got 
two, and another that he had not received any. 

Continuing, Dr. MACFARLANE said that, to obviate any 
mistake in the matter, he had also inserted a notice in 
the Glasgow Herald stating the object of the meeting. 
They had done everything possible to let the profession 
know what they were doing. 

Dr. BuRGESS admitted there might have been some 
mistake. He went on to say that he admitted freely 
at the beginning that the Glasgow School Board had 
committed a great blunder in offering such a scale of 
remuneration, but doubtless, after a period of expe- 
rience, it would improve. Last year, when the Govan 
Board was offering similar appointments, he was 
advised to apply, but he did not do so, because he did 
not consider the remuneration sufficient. He wished 
now he had applied for one. Now he had heard that 
the officers were very well satisfied, considering the 
work they had todo. They were agreed that £40 was 
not sufficient salary for the work, but did that warrant 
them in proclaiming a strike, for that was in effect 
what they were doing? He wished general practice 
could be remunerated at this rate. For instance, in 
the Southern Medical Association they had a scale of 
charges which was drawn out on a liberal scale. 
They considered it rather as an ideal scale, and in it 
they set down an hour as three visits, and they also 
laid down 2s. 6d. as the minimum for each visit. That 
was understood to be an ideal scale, but most of them 
were working on the 2s. scale. 

Dr. J. P. DuNCAN, intervening, said that the scale 
was adopted formally year after year, and had been 
for some years past. 

Dr. BURGESS was resuming discussion on the scale 
of charges, when 

Dr. W. L. Murr, on a question of order, asked the 
Chairman if Dr. Burgess ought not now to submit, and 
speak to his amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN requested Dr. Burgess to be as brief 
as possible. 

Dr. BurGEsS said his amendment was this, that 
instead of declaring a strike, they should send 
a dignified and courteous letter to the School 
Board, regretting the fact that the Board had been 
so ill-advised as to offer so small a salary, and re- 
gretting that it had been unable to see with them; 
and that, as this was professedly an experiment, it 
would come to see that a more liberal scale wag neces- 
sary. Discretion, as he said before, was the better 
part of valour. He was about to suggest that the 
scale, although too small, was not so small as many 
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of them were working for. They in the Sovthern 
Association had adopted an hour as three visits, 
on the basis of 2s. 6d. per visit. Most general 
practitioners in Glasgow were working in some 
districts where there was a scale of 1s. 6d. per visit 
to working people. This is 4s.6d. per hour for 
those working on this basis, so that at 5s. 4d. per 
hour they were apparently overpaid. There was no 
discount for the wholesale order. True, 5s. 4d. was 
not sufficient for the work they were doing; but was 
it wise to take up this position? Again, let them 
‘compare the Poor Law officers in Govan. They alone 
got £90 without extras, and for that they had to sit 
in the rooms, as well as make visits, attend confine- 
ments, and get no extra for it. That was much better 
pay than most of the contract work in the city; but 
should they declare a strike? Was it worth while to 
put themselves in a position of direct antagonism to 
the Board? The Board was a legally constituted 
body; they were not. They were only talking about 
having a strike. If they did they would change their 
plans, or else some of the men who chose to defy them 
or were not connected with the Association would get 
this little sour plum with the capability of developing 
and ripening. Was it wise to bring the matter toa 
deadlock? Would it not be better to postpone the 
thing? and by next year they might arrange a union 
if they liked. He did not know that he was prepared 
to join it. He thought it was not safe. It was like a 
bull rushing against a wall. He should not wonder if 
their trades union broke its neck. 

The CHAIRMAN suggested that Dr. Burgess should 

put his amendment into writing. 

Dr. SEMPLE YOUNG said he thought Dr. Burgess took 

a very short-sighted view of the whole matter. It was 
not only a matter for the municipality of Glasgow, 
although it was really only Glasgow and the West of 
Scotland he had considered. It was that they were 
asked to take 5s. 4d. for the work that had been 
already decided was worth 10s. If the English members 
of the profession were to receive that sum of money, 
he did not see why they who were not in one whit 
behind them in professional skill should accept less. 

Dr. J. P. DUNCAN said he thought they were getting 

a little bit off the rails, and he thought Dr. Grant 
Andrew did not say just quite as much as he intended 
to say in respect to the interview with the School 
Board. Putting the matter very briefly, from what he 
had heard from various sources, he understood the 
position was roughly this. The Board made four 
points: they contended, first, that the work was 
not hard; secondly, that it was not responsible 
work; thirdly, that it did not require men of ex- 
perience; and fourthly, that the pay they offered 
was sufficient for young men and young women, 
and that they would be glad to take it. He 
understood that, roughly, was the contention of the 
Board, and they moved a direct negative, not only to 
the last point but to the other three also. He thought 
the work was hard—at least, he had heard that—the 
experience of the men in Govan was that it was hard. 
Then, if any work was responsible, surely it was 
the supervision of school children. Thirdly, if they 
wanted the work properly done, they could not expect 
it to be done by young men who had just completed 
their college course; and fourthly, the work was 
worth 10s. per hour. If they considered the question 
from all four points of view, it would be better than by 
simply confining their attention as to whether it should 
be 10s. or 5s. 4d. per hour. He maintained that it was 
hard and responsible work, that it was work that 
should be done by men of experience, and lastly he 
agreed with the contention that 5s. 4d. was too small 
&@ pay. 

The CHAIRMAN read Dr. Burgess’s amendment: 

That a dignified and courteous letter be sent to the School 
Board regretting that they have been led to offer such a 
small salary for the appointments of part-time medical 
officers—and that they have been unable to agree to the 
views of our deputation—and that they hope that after a 


a work they will see their way to a more reasonable 
rate. 


As the motion did not find a seconder, the CHAIRMAN 
declared it invalid. 


Dr. JAMIESON asked how many members of the 
Board were present at the interview. He had heard 
from a Board member—he was not canvassing—that 
some of the Board thought they were not offering 
sufficient for the work, and he thought they should 
direct the matter to the whole Board and not to a sub- 
committee. He was also informed that this was put out 
as a feeler, and so he thought they should let them 
know that they felt the feeler. 

Dr. MACFARLANE said the subcommittee of the Board 
consisted of six members of the Board, and that all 
this matter had been laid before the whole Board. 
His reply was from the full Board meeting. The reply 
was sent that morning, and the Board meeting was 
held on the previous day. The subcommittee said 
they could give them no definite reply until they had 
submitted it to the full Board meeting. That decision 
was a Board decision, not only the committee’s. 

Dr. BURGESS said Dr. Jamieson was not canvassing, 
neither was he. But he had learned that the matter 
might be arranged without any further action by the 
British Medical Association. He had been in com- 
munication with a number of men connected with the 
Board, and he knew that there were some men of 
weight and influence on the Board who thought that 
medical men were not being offered sufficient for the 
work. He was sure that if they “held their wind” 
and left the thing open it would be put right. 

Dr. JAMIESON said that, seeing they had met there 
for the purpose of upholding the profession and their 
fees, might he ask if this Association would think it 
wise to communicate with the doctors who accepted 
these positions at the terms, and express their 
displeasure at them for so doing. 

Dr. MACFARLANE read the minute of the last meeting 
showing that a resolution had been adopted that if an 
unfavourable reply were received from the Board, 
action should be taken to get applications withdrawn. 
Dr. Macfarlane also read the terms of a circular 
issued to that effect. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that as this was a public 
meeting and press reporters were present, and that 
their proceedings would appear in the public press, 
the attention of every medical man, and of the general 
public as well, would be drawn to the matter. The 
Chairman then declared the resolution carried 
unanimously. 

Dr. CASKIE moved: 

That the Branch and practitioners in the meeting request that 

the Glasgow School Board part-time appointments be 
laced on the warning notices of the BRITISH MEDICAL 
OURNAL. 

Dr. YoUNG seconded, as that was the only logical 
outcome of what had been already done. 

A gentleman present asked what they expected to 
get as a result of this. They could now do nothing 
more than express their opinion on the matter. : 

Dr. W. L. Murr instanced a case where the warning 
notice had been instrumental in keeping a certain 
appointment vacant for twelve months in a northern 
parish where the parish medical officer had been 
dismissed for no moral or professional fault. 

The gentleman who had spoken said there was as 
much comparison as between a Highland stot and 
a Glasgow tramway car. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it showed in the official 
journal of the Association that they disapproved of 
applicants for these underpaid positions. He did not 
know that they could do anything else, but he thought 
it was a great deal. ; j 

Dr. YouNnG thought the comparison was fair. They 
could not speak to these men any more forcibly. In 
the long run, if there was any trouble in the appoint- 
ments, they could not come to the British Medical 
Association for help to get better terms. cee 

Dr. GRANT ANDREW said that those men who with- 
drew their applications surely earned the respect of 
their professional brethren. 

Another member asked why they presumed to 
dictate to these men what they should accept. He 
instanced the case of free dispensaries and other 
charitable organizations where services were given 
free or for less than 2s. 6d. per visit. 
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The CHAIRMAN said he did not think they were 
dictating in any way. All they said was that in 
England for similar work public bodies were paying 
out of public money at the rate of 10s. per hour, and 
that the Glasgow School Board proposed to pay the 
same work about half. They said that it was not a good 
thing on public grounds and on professional grounds 
that they should work for less than their confréres in 
England ; and for this, that it should not be used as a 
precedent for other school boards in Scotland to offer so 
smallasalary. He thought 10s. per hour for fairly hard 
and responsible work was fair, and they simply expressed 
their opinion. They did not dictate to anybody. 

Dr. DUNCAN said the previous speaker seemed to 
indicate that the school medical officers should work 
in a kind of charitable fashion ; but was that on a par 
with such institutions? That speaker wanted them 
to be charitable at the expense of the doctors. He did 
not think it was by any means a princely sum that 
was offered. 

Dr. McINTOSH said the matter of fees paid for charit- 
able or general work had nothing to do with the 
British Medical Association. The School Board was 
supported by the rates. A practitioner could take 2s. 
or anything else he liked, but as medical men con- 
tributed to the rates, they could not be expected to be 
charitable also. This was in the interest of the pro- 
fession in general, not of Glasgow alone, but Glasgow 
was representative of the profession. 

Dr. LAWSON pointed out that the Association had 
some years ago carried out extensive investigations 
into the remuneration for friendly society work. 
Along with others he had sent returns, and, by the 
effort of the Association, there had been an increase 
in the fees for such work. This showed what had 
been and could be done by the Association. 

The resolution to insert in the “ warning notices” 
was carried. 

Dr. MACFARLANE said, as Secretary of the Glasgow 
and West of Scotland Branch of the British Medical 
Association, he thought that this was a case in point, 
that they were unanimous, and that they were trying 
to help their medical brethren. He thought their aim 
should be to unite more permanently than they had 
ever done. He made an appeal to those gentlemen 
who were not members to send him their names, and 
they would help them if they could. 

Dr. W. L. Murr supported that cordially. He had 
been a member for thirty-five years, and he admitted 
that for ten or fifteen years little was done. But for 
the last twelve years there had been a great deal done. 
If any one got the “contract” documents of the Asso- 
ciation, he would be amazed at; what was done for the 
profession by them. When any one asked him what 
the British Medical Association had done for him, he 
simply retorted, “ What have you done for the British 
Medical Association ? ” 

Dr. JAMIESON said he felt something more could be 
done. He moved that they express very strongly by 
circular to the whole profession in the district that at 
a duly convened meeting of the Branch and of practi- 
tioners they unanimously agreed that any one accept- 
ing the very unfair terms for the supervision of school 
children as at present offered by the Glasgow School 
Board was iv their opinion acting against the dignity 
of the profession. 

Dr. MACFARLANE suggested that Dr. Jamieson might 
leave the wording of this opinion to him for insertion 
in the circular. They had virtually agreed to do this 
with the unanimous decision of the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said notice would be sent to the 
profession in these terms, and something like Dr. 
Jamieson’s proposal could be incorporated. 

_ Dr. JAMIESON said that if it went forth as a resolu- 
tion of the meeting, carried by unanimous acclamation, 
after being duly moved and seconded, it would have 
more force with the profession. He moved accordingly 
in the terms previously mentioned. 

A written copy of Dr. Jamieson’s motion having been 
read by the CHAIRMAN, Dr. GRANT ANDREW seconded, 
and the motion was carried. 

Vote of Thanks to Chairman.—A vote of thanks to the 
Chairman concluded the proceedings. 


SEVENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 


British Medical Association. 


Held at Belfast on July 23rd, 24th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 
29th, and 30th. 


EXHIBITION 


OF 
FOODS, DRUGS, INSTRUMENTS, BOOKS, AND 
SANITARY APPLIANCES. 


[SEVENTH NOTICE.] 

FROWDE, AND HODDER AND STOUGHTON (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press and 20, Warwick Square, E.C.). These 
combined firms had an attractive array of new books 
and new editions, for an adequate account of which 
readers must be referred to the firms’ own catalogue. 
Here we can only mention a few that we happened to 
note at Belfast. These included the first volume of 
the System of Operative Surgery, edited by Mr. F. F. 
Burghard, whose collaborators include a dozen or 
more of the best-known surgeons of to-day. It contains 
in its 736 pages 341 original illustrations, and leads off 
with a monograph on the principles and technique of 
wound treatment by Mr. C. B. Lockwood. In com- 
piling the System of Diet and Dietetics, the editor, Dr. 
Sutherland, had equally distinguished assistance; the 
work opens with a discussion of general principles by 
Sir Lauder Brunton. Another important volume was 
Dr. James Mackenzie’s Diseases of the Heart, illus- 
trated by numerous charts and figures and by five 
coloured plates. In reviewing it we described it 
as the only modern textbook on the subject 
which could be regarded as in accordance with 
to-day’s physiological teaching. Books of a different 
order, but equally useful kind, were the Law in 
General Medical Practice, by Mr. Stanley Atkinson, and 
Dr. Brockbank’s Life Insurance and General Practice ; 
a second edition of Edred Corner’s very clearly written 
Operations of General Practice; Hogarth’s Medical 
Inspection of Schools; a fourth edition of Practical 
Pathology, a manual for students and practitioners by 
Sims Woodhead, illustrated by some 240 coloured 
engravings; a treatise on the same general subject, 
the Principles of Pathology, by Professor Adami of 
Montreal, in two volumes; Still’s Common Disorders 
and Diseases of Childhood ; and last, but not least, The 
Collected Papers of Lord Lister, brought out by a 
committee as a tribute to him. The exhibit, of course, 
naturally included specimens of the firm’s well-known 
Oxford Medical Manuals, and its almost equally 
popular monographs on various special subjects, such 
as Hunter Tod’s Diseases of the Ear and Waggett’s 
Diseases of the Nose. 


WIDENMANN, BROICHER, AND COMPANY (33, Lime 
Street, London, E.C.). This firm represents in 
England Messrs. Zimmers of Frankfort-on-Main, 
many of whose preparations, such as Validol and 
Euquinine, have been favourably known in this 
country for a good many years. The latter is an 
ethyl carbonate of quinine and practically taste- 
less. In the hands of many practitioners it has 
proved itself a good substitute for quinine sulphate, 
and especially suited for the treatment of small 
children. It may be had either in powder or tablet 
form. Validol, a compound of valerianic acid and 
menthol, is a nerve sedative, which has acquired con- 
siderable repute in the treatment of train and sea 
sickness. On the other hand, Validol Camphoratum 
is favoured by many dentists as a local anaesthetic. 
Eunatrol, a chemically pure oleate of sodium, put 
forward as a cholagogue, was shown in pills and other 
forms, while there was a comparatively fresh prepara- 
tion named Allosan, a derivative of Santalol, and 
stated to “tt all the powers of that drug as an 
antigonorrhoeic remedy. Its special advantage lies in 
the fact that it can be made up in tablets, carried 


eo OF THE 
| 
| | 
ay 
— 
j 
j 
j 
4 
| 
the 
} 
i 
{ 
| 
‘ 


SEPT. 18, 1909. ] 


ANNUAL EXHIBITION. 


about in the pocket and taken whenever desired with- 
out attracting attention. Another salt of some interest 
at the present time was Hustenin—the name repre- 
sents the double salt theobromsodium-iodosodium, 
which some observers have found useful in dealing 
with arterio-sclerosis. Finally may be mentioned 
Dymal, a powder for application to open wounds, and 
stated to be both non-irritant and non-poisoncous, but 
possessed of marked bactericidal power; and Urosine, 
a quinate of lithia. 


G. VAN ABBOTT AND Sons (Baden Place, Crosby Row, 
Borough, S.E.). This firm devotes itself to the manu- 
facture of foods for diabetics and persons of obese 
habit, and the majority of its preparations are already 
sufficiently well known. They include gluten bread 
and flour, almond bread, biscuits, and flour, and many 
other starch and sugar-free preparations, such as 
soups, jellies, glycerine jujubes. The bread is soft, 
and will therefore, like ordinary bread, only keep good 
for three or four days, but the biscuits retain their 
quality and flavour for any length of time if kept in a 
moderately dry place. The biscuits shown included a 
cocoanut-biscuit and a ginger biscuit, both of which 
were very palatable, and also what the firm terms 
* Midolia” biscuits, which are unusually cheap, and 
are intended for use more particularly by hospital 
patients; the “ Kalor” biscuits for obese persons and 
hypophosphite of lime biscuits for delicate children 
may also be noted. The exhibit also included the 
Abbott Versimetric Charts for the conversion of metri- 
cal weights and measures into their British equivalents 
and vice versa. It is a well-contrived series, and those 
relating to heights should save school medical officers 
an immense amount of labour. 


The DowsinGc RADIANT HEAT CoMPANY (24, Budge 
Row, Cannon Street, London, E.C.). The bed for giving 
radiant heat and light treatment exhibited and 
worked by this firm is now a familiar object in most 
hydropathic establishments. As shown in its latest 
form, there appeared to be one or two minor improve- 
ments. The regulating rheostat is fixed on a neat 
board attached to the head of the bed, and the loose 
wires from the lamps and reflectors are attached to 
insulators, and kept clear of the patient and nurse. 
The cover, which is made of a special cloth lined with 
asbestos, is thrown over the bed, and supported by 
bars fixed to the top of reflector. It is now divided 
into two parts, each side being removable, so that 
it is quite easy to open up the apparatus and 
observe the results of the treatment. The reflectors, 
which are fixed along the side of the bed, carry the 
heat lamps, which project the luminous heat rays on 
the patient in such a manner that each part of the 
patient’s body is bathed by them. It is claimed that 
a large number of these rays penetrate the body, pro- 
ducing a very rapid sudation, and greatly increasing 
metabolism. Smaller appliances were shown for 
treating the hands and feet, as also for localizing the 
rays on any organ or part of the body. It is claimed 
that almost immediately the Juminous heat rays are 
turned on pain is relieved. On the stand was to be 
seen a long list of branches, showing over one hundred 
places in England and abroad where the treatment 
can be obtained, the chief being in York Place, Baker 
Street, London, W. All of them, we understand are 
under direct medical supervision. 


THE CITY OF BATH.—This most famous of all English 
spas had a stall at Belfast and endeavoured in various 
ways to give visitors some idea of its therapeutic 
sources. It was, perhaps, well that it did so, for the 
very earnest advice and trenchant criticism which 
its authorities received from a prominent medical 
authority not long ago may well have given rise to 
the idea that Bath from a scientific point of view has 
allowed its arrangements to fall behind its com- 
petitors. This, however, is of course not really the 
case; it has merely been too disposed to trust to the 
public remembering its fame and to allow its light to 
flicker somewhat dimly in the presence of the oxy- 
hydrogen torches employed by its rivals at home and 


abroad. All its arrangements for utilization of its 
valuable waters are excellent, and the town in itself 
is full of attractions of multiple kinds, more espe- 
cially to those who have cultivated tastes and who 
prefer a sedative rather than the stimulating climate. 
The city is well provided with parks and gardens, the 
scenery around is beautiful, and there is plenty of 
golf and other exercise to be obtained. The latest 
development is the building of a colonnade, so that 
in summer time visitors can take their prescribed 
draught of water while promenading in the open air. 
It is an arrangement which will greatly add to the 
cheerfulness of this health resort and probably make 
it as popular in summer as it is already in winter. 


BENDLE, Limited (41, Seething Lane, London, E.C.). 
The exhibit of this firm was a wine fortified in respect 
of dietetic qualities by the addition of nitrogenous 
matter, and vended under the name of Bendle’s Meat 
Port. It appears to be a port wine of good quality, 
and though the fact that there is some addition is 
obvious to the palate, it is quite pleasantin flavour. It 
has been brought out as a useful form of stimulant to 
prescribe in cases in which the exhibition of alcohol 
is regarded as desirable—as, for instance, in con- 
valescence from influenza. The nitrogenous matter 
is stated to be equal to an addition to the port of from 
7 to 14 per cent. of fresh lean beef, and, judging 
from an independent analysis which we have seen, 
this would appear to be a not unfair estimate. 


C. O. HOEFFTCKE, Limited (21, Woodstock Street, 
Oxford Street, London, W.). This firm had an exhibit 
of orthopaedic appliances, a form of manufacture in 
which it specializes. In all its exhibits a high degree 
of skill and good workmanship was manifest, and 
several of the devices shown were of a specially 
valuable character. A case in point is the splint 
which it makes for the treatment of fractures of 
the lower limb, and another is its apparatus for 
tuberculosis of the hip and knee joints. The same 
remark, too, might be made about its appliance for 
correcting the dislocation of the tibia backwards, which 
is so frequent a sequence of tuberculosis of the knee- 
joint, and for straightening the knee when the leg has 
become flexed on the thigh; also respecting its splint for 


maintaining the femoral head in the correct position. 


after bloodless treatment of congenital dislocation. 
The same general principle underlies the appliances 
for fracture and tuberculous joint treatment, the 
weight being transmitted straight from the tuber 
ischii to the ground, while restoration of the limb to 
the normal length in the one case, and abolition of 
contact between the acetabulum and the head of the 
femur, is secured by counter-extension, which likewise 
has the tuber ischii as its initial resisting point. 
These appliances are intended to enable patients to 
walk about during treatment, and there is ample 
evidence that they meet the end in view. The firm’s 
excellent artificial leg for use after high amputation, 
is made, it may be noted, on the same principle. As 
for the other appliances mentioned, the straightening 
of flexed knee cases, and the correction of tibial disloca- 
tions is brought about by steel bar traction. Notably 
successful instances of the application of this instru- 
ment have been described by Mr. Openshaw in the 
Lancet, and more recently by Mr. Battle in the Clinical 
Section of the Royal Society of Medicine. 


JOHN MorGAN RICHARDS AND SONS, Limited (46, 
Holborn Viaduct). This firm of manfacturing chemists 
and druggists showed Lactopeptine (Richards), which 
is nowadays a well-known compound for dealing with 
dyspepsias of all orders, as well as painless mal- 
assimilation in children and adults. It can be 
obtained either in powder or tablet form, its formula, 
we understand, being milk sugar 40 parts, pepsine 
8 parts, pancreatin 6 parts, together with a proportion 
of vegetable diastase and lactic and hydochloric acids. 
It is claimed for this compound that it is capable of 
dealing efficiently with all ordinary foods, and that as 
regards coagulated albumen, such as habitually forms 
part of cooked meats and the like, it will digest from 
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three to four times a greater amount than will an 
equal quantity of pepsine. Another preparation was 
Elixir Lactopeptine, the special purpose of which 
oupeess to be to provide a good vehicle for the 
exhibition of drugs, such as the iodides, salicylates, 
chloral and morphine, which many persons find diffi- 
cult to take. It is certainly a successful preparation 
pharmaceutically, and there would seem reason to 
believe that it is found to meet its object effectively. 


The Vacca MILK Company (Amsterdam). The pro- 
duct of this firm is comparatively a newcomer in 
these islands, though Vacca Milk appears to have been 
in use for a long time on the Continent and to be 
handled by a large company. The milk is put up in 
sealed bottles, and is natural in flavour in spite of 
having been, as we understand, sterilized. According 
to a report signed by Dr. Klein, it is entirely free from 
any addition which would inhibit the growths of 
organisms, and yet is quite sterile. It has also been 
the subject of a certain amount of investigation at 
the Belgrave Hospital for Children, and was found to 
suit children suffering from a variety of maladies 
accompanied by wasting and difficulty in absorbing 
nourishment. The character of the stools and other 
indications showed that it was well digested even 
when given undiluted. So far as these investigations 
go, they would seem to show that the milk is one of 
a desirable character. The milk can be obtained, we 
understand, from Messrs. Spiers and Pond, and at the 
Army and Navy Stores and other places. 


Messrs. DowN BROTHERS, Limited (St. Thomas’s 
Street, London, S.E.). The two stalls of this firm 
proved, as usual, a centre of attraction to all hospital 
workers, for what between new instruments, improved 
forms of already popular patterns, and fresh devices 
for facilitating ward and consulting room work, there 
was something to interest every one. The firm’s 
thoroughly efficient Surgical Hand Motor was shown 
equipped with a variety of saws, drills and burrs for 
general and special surgery, including the Guarded 
Saw for Skull Work used by Mr. J. H. Nicoll of 
Glasgow. Obviously useful, too, was a Portable Scalpel 
Carrier (Fig. 1) designed for Mr. D. M. Greig of Dundee. 


DOWN EONDON 


Fig, 1. 


It consists of a rack to carry two or four scalpels 
firmly held in position by a lever clamp, scalpels and 
rack being placed in a neat metal box. This is filled 
with alcohol, thus ensuring the sterility of the knives 
without blunting their edges. Also,among the smaller 
instruments, were a good many new pattern forceps, 
these including Spencer Wells forceps, shaped like an 
aneurysm needle (Fig. 2), designed by Mr. J. E. Garner 


Fig. 2. 


of Preston, and a pair made with ball points, so as to 
allow them to be slipped readily away fromthe 
ligature when tied, suggested by Dr. A. Z. Cressy of 


Wellington. In this connexion, too, may be men- 
tioned Mr. Moynihan’s clip forceps for holding 
towels close to the abdominal wall, but without 
getting in the way, and the Probe-pointed Scissors 
and instruments for excision of varicose veins used 
by the Mayos in their clinic at Rochester, U.S.A. 
Tropical medicine had some instruments devoted to 
it, these including the aspirating trocar with a 
flexible cannula for the evacuation of liver abscesses 
according to the method of Professor Leonard Rogers 
of Calcutta, and the appliance for saline irrigation in 
cases of cholera suggested by the same tropical autho- 
rity. Among stone-operation instruments was a flexible 
steel searcher made for Mr. H. A. Ballance of Norwich, 
for use in operations on stone in the ureter, and the 
evacuator used by Dr. A. Lankester of Peshawar 
in dealing with calculus of the bladder in small 
children. The catheters are of suitable length, and 
the bulb of smaller capacity und more flaccid than 
usual. Other instruments for special surgery were 
Wyndham Powell’s urethroscope, Bruening’s appliances 
for bronchoscopy, a modification of Ballenger’s cutting 
forceps for nasal work by Mr. H. A. Ballance, and the 
four-bladed retractor forceps (Fig.3) used by Mr. Sidney 
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Fig. 3 


Stephenson in extirpation of the lacrymal sac. The 
exhibit of aseptic ward, theatre, and consulting-room 
appliances was almost equally comprehensive. The 
firm’s patent operation table was shown in its latest 
form, fitted with Sir Victor Horsley’s head-rest for 
skull operations, leg-rest for the lithotomy position, 
shoulder supports for the Trendelenburg position, and 
an anaesthetist screen and several other useful 
adjuncts. This table may 
be seen in use at St. 
George’s and St. Mary’s 
Hospitals, and the ad- 
vantage of having a 
table readily alterable 
in height will at once 
be noted. The swing- 
pattern table made for 
the Bristol Royal In- 
firmary and fitted with 
a Lilienthal bridge for 
kidney operations also 
possesses some valuable 
points. The utility of 
the Carshalton wash- 
stand basin for moving 
from bed to bed (Fig. 4) 
was also obvious; and 
the Newcastle irrigator, in which the reservoir is 
moved up and down by a windlass and automatically 
fixes itself at any point, seemed also a well-designed 
appliance of this order. 


HERTZ AND COMPANY (9, Mincing Lane, London, E.C.). 
The principal exhibits of this firm were Jensen’s Cod 
Liver Oil, Halifior Toilet Soaps, and the arsenious iron 
waters known under the name of Levico. The latter 
is a health resort of growing popularity in Southern 
Tyrol, beautifully situated, some twelve miles from 
Trent on the Val Sugana line. It lies at an elevation 
of 1,700 feet, the springs on which its hydropathic 
repute depends rising in a grotto high up in the 
mountains above it. The waters are of two strengths, 
the stronger containing a considerable amount both of 
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arsenic and iron and some other metals, and the 
weaker, 0.37 per 1,000 iron sulphate, 0.059 iron bicar- 
bonate, and merely a trace of arsenious acid. As 
exported, the waters are still of two strengths, but the 
weak water has had added to it a little of the strong 
water so that its arsenic contents are raised to 0.00095 
per 1,000. Of this water, one or two tablespoonfuls are 
taken twice or thrice a day at meals for some weeks, 
and recourse is then had to the stronger water in 
corresponding doses. The season at Levico begins in 
April and ends in September, and, for those who prefer 
it, there is accommodation at Vetriolo, close to the 
grotto wherein the springs lie, at an elevation of close 
on 5,000 feet. It is only within the last few years that 
any particular effort has been made to find a market 
for these waters outside Austria-Hungary, where they 
have long been in favour, and they appear to be making 
headway. 


The SANITAS ComPANy (Locksley Street, Limehouse, 
E.C.). The whole ground of disinfection was fairly 
well covered by the exhibit of this firm, the liquid 
from which the firm derives its name figuring, in 
particular, in a great many different forms, these 
including a sanitas for household use and in powders 
and creams for household purposes; Kingzett’s 
Sulphur Candles and Drain Testers, both of which 
are well known; while some polishes for preserving 
and disinfecting linoleum and wood floors were com- 
parative novelties. Of the more powerful disinfectants 
of the firm, Sanitas Okol,a greyish emulsion of the 
odour more or less common to all tar derivatives, 
mixes well even with sea-water in all proportions, and 
does not stain linen. It is put up in bottles, drums, 
and casks, as a powder for sprinkling, and as a wash- 
ing and toilet soap. Bactericidally it has, according 
to Klein, a carbolic coefficient of over 17 even in the 
presence of organic matter; while Thresh, testing it 
with agar slopes inoculated from broth, found that 
when the diluting fluid was 5 per cent. urine the 
coefficient was not lower than 10, and that when it 
was 5 per cent. milk the coefficient still remained as 
high as 4.5. Another exhibit was an apparatus for 
formaldehyde disinfection, to which we drew attention 
last year. It consists of a small tray standing inside 
a saucer over a thick candle which will burn for six 
hours. On the tray are a number of formaldehyde 
tablets the volatilization of which is calculated to 
produce sufficient formaldehyde vapour to disinfect 
a room of 1,200 cub. ft. capacity. After the room 
has been properly sealed the candle is lighted and 
can be left, it is stated, without risk for as long a time 
as the operator chooses. The apparatus is sent out 
charged, and is so cheap that each one in its turn may 
be thrown away when once it has been used. Hence 
when the inspector has completed the disinfection 
he has nothing to carry away with him. The appli- 
ance certainly has the attraction of simplicity and of 
saving much trouble. 


The ANGLO-AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY 
(Chichester Rents, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.). This 
firm showed Huxley’s pharmaceutical preparations, 
and the biological products of the Pasteur Vaccine 
Company of Paris. The former exhibit was notable 
for its strength in glycero-phosphate remedies, both in 
liquid and dry forms. Amongst the latter was a tablet 
named Nascent Glycero-phosphate Triturate, in which 
the salts are present in a desiccated form. As they do 
not act on one another until swallowed, that freshness 
of the compound salt on the importance of which 
some authorities lay much stress is fully ensured. 
Into other gylcero-phosphate formulas entered formic 
acid (making an attractive looking ruby-coloured 
syrup), pepsin, haemoglobin, and red marrow extracts. 
Other Huxley preparations shown were Plasma 
Dusting Powder, which contains, we understand, zinc 
oleate, boric acid, and a percentage of salol, and 
Menthol and Winter-green Cream, a_ pleasant- 
smelling non-greasy ointment for the alleviation of 
rheumatic pains. The exhibit of the Pasteur Company, 
besides various serums and vaccines, included tablets 
of Fermenlactyl. This is a desiccated ferment believed 


to represent a pure culture of S. lebenis, the organism 
which, according to some authorities, gives to Bulgarian 
sour milk, or Yaourt, its special qualities and flavour. 
It may be used either for milk modification or taken 
dry, with the idea of freeing the intestines from putre- 
factive organisms by the predominance of lactic-acid- 
forming bacilli. Among the antidiphtheric and other 
serums were some specimens put up in a specially 
ingenious fashion. One was a dragee containing 
4c.cm. of antidiphtheric serum, intended to be dis- 
solved slowly in the mouth and to act as a prophy- 
lactic while dealing with diphtheria cases, or for the 
treatment of patients for whom injections are deemed 
no longer necessary. Diphtheric and tetanic serums 
were also shown in glass ampoules of two sizes, 5 and 
10 c.cm.. so made that they can be converted instantly 
into injection syringes. The liquid is thus injected 
without any risk of contamination, since it passes 
straight from the original container beneath the 
patient’s skin. 


H. AND T. KIRBY AND COMPANY, Limited (14, Newman 
Street, Oxford Street, W.). This firm of manufac- 
turing chemists had a limited but somewhat taking 
exhibit of their specialities, among which tablets of 
compressed drugs and pills figured largely. As a manu- 
facturer of pills—pearl, gelatine, and sugar-coated 
—this firm has long held a prominent position, its 
phosphorus pills in particular having been highly 
esteemed by medical men who furnish their patients 
with medicine as well as advice at least twenty-five 
years ago. The soft glycerine lozenges containing 
various combinations of drugs, and known as 
Glycecols, are another production of the firm of long- 
established popularity with many medical practi- 
tioners, while its medicated pessaries, and espe- 
cially its glycerine suppositories, are decidedly good 
examples of pharmaceutical art. The latter, made in 
four sizes and two shapes, contain, we understand, not 
less than 70 per cent. of glycerine, and are marked by 
their special clearness and finish. The firm also 
makes an excellent boat-shaped bottle for young 
babies—the Ideal Valve Feeder. The valve in ques- 
tion is of glass, and can neither fall out nor be pulled 
out by the child. It is a cleanly arrangement, and 
regulates the flow most conveniently. The bottle is 
fitted with a teat of good size, made with the idea of 
providing a teat which will not collapse when sucked 
or alter in colour with use. Another preparation 
worth mentioning is Sal Mineralis, an alkaline 


aperient, compounded of the sulphates of soda, 


magnesia, and potash. 


SypDNEY LEE (51, Conduit Street, London). Generi- 
cally the exhibit of this firm might perhaps be put 
down as a bronchitis kettle, but such a term would 
hardly indicate the ingenuity of its construction and 
only part of its possible utility. In principle it 
resembles a Bunsen burner fitted over a small, 
strong boiler and connected superiorly with a delivery 
tube movable in all directions. The boiler supplies 
steam under pressure, and this escaping upwards 
along the delivery tube, sweeps along with it a 
definite proportion of air, raising its temperature 
simultaneously, of course. The extent of this ad- 
mixture of air with steam (medicated or otherwise), 
and consequently the humidity of the resulting 
vapour, is regulated by carefully proportioning the 
superficial areas of the steam vent, the air inlets, and 
the delivery tube. The humidity, we understand, is 
exactly 2 per cent., while the velocity at which the 
inhalation vapour moves can be varied at will from 
250 ft. to 300 ft. per minute. Furthermore, the ratio of 
the boiler capacity to that of the rest of the appliance 
permits of the inhalation vapour being delivered 
medicated in the precise percentage that may be 
required by the addition of a given quantity of the 
drug to be used to the water in the boiler. The whole 
appliance is scientifically constructed and thoroughly 
deserving of examination by those who have bronchitis 
cases to deal with, or who are disposed to regard 
vapour inhalations as of utility in other respiratory 
disorders. 
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K== To ensure the insertion of notices in this column, they 
must be received at the Central Offices of the Association 
not later than the first post on Tuesday. 


Association Notices. 
COUNCIL MEETING. 
A meztine of the Council will be held at 2 o'clock in the 
afternoon of Wednesday, October 27th, in the Council 
Room, at 429, Strand, London, W.C. 


By Order, 


September 16th, 1909. Guy EL.iston. 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. 


DoRSET AND WEST HANTS BRANCH.—The autumn meeting 
will be held in Sherborne, Dorset, on Wednesday, October 20th. 
Members wishing to read papers, show cases, or exhibit speci- 
mens should communicate with JAMES Davison, Honorary 
Bournemouth, not later than Thursday, 

r 7th. 


EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH.—The autumn meeting will be held 
at Great Yarmouth on Thursday, October 7th. Members 
wishing to show cases or specimens or to read papers should 
communicate at once with Mr. H. A. Ballance, ves. Norwich. 
—B. H. NICHOLSON, General Secretary. 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: ALTRINCHAM DIVISION. 
—A meeting of the Committee will be held at Dr. G. H. 
Smith’s, Knutsford, at 4.30 p.m., on Wednesday, September 
29th. A general meeting of the Division will be held at 
Knutsford at 4.30 p.m. on Thursday, October 7th. Further 


iculars in future notice. —H. G. CoopER, 
R, Honorary 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH.—Science Committee.— 
Gentlemen who would be willing to give addresses, demonstra- 
tions, etc., at Division meetings during the course of next 
winter will oblige by sending their names and the title of the 
subjects they propose to deal with as soon as possible to 
8 ARKIN, Branch Secretary, 54, Rodney Street, 


SouTH MIDLAND BRANCH: BUCKINGHAMSHIRE DIvIsIoN.—A 
meeting of this Division will be held on Wednesday, Spetember 
29th, at the Red Lion Hotel, High Wycombe, at 2.30 o’clock. 
An address will be given by Mr. William Turner, Surgeon to 
the Westminster Hospital, on ‘“‘Some Surgical Aspects of 
Master versus Man under the Present Acts.’’ Afterwards a dis- 
cussion will take place on ‘‘ Medical Attendance at Isolation 
Hospitals. Who should pay?’? The members and friends will 
lunch together previous to the meeting. The chair will be 
taken at 1 o'clock. Charge, 2s. 6d. each. The members at 
High Wycombe will provide wine, etc., at the lunch and also 
tea after the meeting. Members residing in the southern part 
of the county are specially asked to attend and to bring medical 
friends with them. All meetings are open toany members of the 
Association, and it is hoped that every medical man in the area 
of the Division (non-members included) will receive an invita- 
tion. Will those who intend to be prenes at the lunch please 
notify Dr. Reynolds, The Priory, High Wycombe, not later than 
member to bring any matter 

rward will oblige by giving me notice as soon as possible.— 
A. E. LARKING, Honorary Secretary. i 


TREATMENT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN FOUND 
DEFECTIVE ON INSPECTION. 


TREATMENT BY Poor LAw DIstRIcT MEDICAL 
OFFICERS. 

Dr. RoBerT A. LysTER, County Medical Officer for 
Hampshire, informs us that in Hampshire, many of 
the districts being far from hospitals, the work of 
treating school children found defective on medical 
inspection has been thrown upon the Poor Law 
medical officers, causing in some instances a con- 
siderable amount of extra work, which is paid for 
at_ the miserably small remuneration usually given. 

Dr. Lockhart E. W. Stephens, District Medical Officer, 
accordingly addressed the following letter to the 
Havant Board of Guardians: 


Emsworth, 
June 24th, 1909. 
To the Chairman and Members of the Board of Guardians, 
Havant Union. 
Gentlemen, 


On behalf of my colleagues the Medical Officers of the 
other Districts and myself, I shall be glad if you will consider 
what course is to be taken in the case of children found to be 
defective as the result of the new order for Medical Inspectiom 
of School Children and whose parents are recommended (not 
ordered) to obtain Medical Attention. 

A certain number of these children would in ordinary illness 
apply for, and rightly obtain, an order upon us from the 
Relieving Officer. 

We feel strongly that cases selected by a skilled Medicat 
observer do not come under the heading of ordinary illness and 
not within the usual meaning of our Contract, and, pendin 
some step being taken by the Board of Education or the Loca 
Government Board, we respectfully ask that the Relievin 
Officer be instructed not to grant an order for a ‘‘ Schoo 
Inspection ’’ case for, say, three months from this date. 

I — say that this matter of Payment for treatment of 
Scbool Inspection cases is occupying the serious attention of 
County Medical Officers, and is to be fully discussed at the 
Conference by Poor Law Medical Officers, to be held at the 
Guildhall, London, on July 6th, 7th, and 8th next. 

I shall be most happy to assist the Board, or any Sub- 
Committee they ~"y. appoint, by any means in my power. 

am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servaut, 
LockHART E. W. STEPHENS. 


The board of guardians then laid the matter before 
the Local Government Board, and received the 
following reply: 

Local Government Board, 
Whitehall, S.W. 


ir 

"Lam directed by the Local Government Board to advert to- 
your letter of the 26th ultimo with reference to the question 
raised by Mr. L. E. W. Stephens, District Medical Officer in the 
a Union, in regard to medical attendance upon school 
chiiaren. 

In reply the Board direct me to state that it appears to them 
that if the children do in fact need medical attendance, though 
not for acute illness, and the parents cannot obtain it, the 
Relieving Officer’s Order for the attendance of the District. 
Medical Officer should not be refused. 

The Board direct me to add that if any children should be 
found to require operation or specialized attention, they would 
be prepared to approve of payments to the Medical Officer or 
other special arrangements. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
JOHN LITHIBY, 
Assistant Secretary. 
The Clerk to the Guardians 
of the Havant Union. 

Commenting on this, Dr. Lyster expresses the 
opinion that this decision of the Local Government: 
Board is important, and expresses the opinion: 

1. That if children need medical attendance, though 
not for acute illness, and the parents cannot obtain it, 
an order for the attendance of the district medical 
officer should be given. 

2. That if such children require “operation or 
specialized attention,” then special payments may be 
made to the medical officer, or other special arrange- 
ments may be made by the guardians. 

There is, he thinks, every reason to believe that, 
carefully developed, this ruling by the Local Govern- 
ment Board could solve, at all events, the greatest of 
our difficulties. ‘“ Operation or specialized attention ” 


| surely must include the treatment of adenoids, tonsils, 


ringworm, defective vision, discharging ears, etc., and, 
as guardians possess power to make “special arrange- 
ments ” for the treatment of such cases if the parents 
are not in a position to obtain it, there can surely be 
no necessity for arrangements to be made by the 
local education authority for these cases to receive 
treatment at the expense of the medical profession. 


Hospitals and Asplums. 


WORCESTER ASYLUM. 
THE annual report of Dr. Braine-Hartnell, the Medica] Super- 
intendent of County and City of Worcester Asylum, Powick, 
for 1908 shows that on January Ist, 1908, there were 1.024 
patients in the asylum, and that on December 3lst, 1908, 
there were 954, giving a decrease of 70 for the year. The 
opening of the new asylum at Barnsley Hall relieved the over- 
crowding which had existed for some years. The total number 
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of cases under care during the year was 1,107, and the average 
daily resident 979. During the year 83 were admitted, as 
compared with 258 in the previous year. Of the admis- 
sions, 70 were direct admissions and 13 transfers. Of the 
direct admissions, in 31 the attacks were first attacks 
within three and in 9 more within twelve months of admis- 
‘sion ; in 20 not-first attacks within twelve months, and in 
the remainder, with the exception of two, in whom the 
‘duration was unknown, the illness was of more than twelve 
months’ standing on admission. As regards the duration of dis- 
order, therefore, the admissions were not very promising, and 
we see that only 7 of the admissions were discharged as 
recovered during the year. The direct admissions were classified 
according to the forms of mental disorder into: Mania of all 
kinds, 36; melancholia of all kinds, 22; senile dementia, 4; 
general paralysis, 4; epileptic insanity, 3; confusional insanity, 1. 
As regards causation, alcohol was assigned in 8, or 11.4 per 
cent., syphilis in none, senility in 3, an insane heredity in 
11, or 15 per cent., and no reliable history could be obtained in 
‘21, or 30 per cent. During the year 50 were discharged as 
recovered, giving a recovery-rate on the direct admissions of 
‘71.4 per cent., or of recoveries in the direct admissions on the 
direct admissions of 62.8 per cent., these high recovery-rates 
being due to the small number of admissions on which the 
percentages are calculated. Also 10 were discharged as relieved 
and 10 as not improved. During the year there were 69 deaths, 
giving a death-rate on the average numbers resident of 7.0 per 
cent. The deaths were due in 14 to nervous diseases, with 
7 from general paralysis; in 11 to diseases of the heart and 
blood vessels; in 3 to diseases of the respiratory system; in 
6 to diseases of the digestive and urinary systems; and in the 
remainder to general diseases, including 12 from senile decay 
and 15, or 21.7 per cent. of the total deaths, from tuberculosis. 
There were 11 cases of colitis and 4 of erysipelas, but otherwise 
the institution was free from zymotic diseases and the general 
health was gocd throughout the year. Serious but not fatal 
casualties were numerous, and two inquests were held, the 
jury in each case returning a verdict in accordance with the 
medical evidence. 


SALOP AND MONTGOMERY ASYLUM. 
IN his annual report for 1908, Dr. Rambaut, the Medical Super- 
intendent of this asylum, shows that on January 1st, 1908, there 
were 754 patients in the asylum and 118 more boarded out. On 
the last day of the year there were 780 in the asylum and the 
same number boarded out as at the beginning of the year. The 
asylum has accommodation for 751, so that on December 3lst 
there were 21 patients in excess of the provided accommodation. 
As the increase for the year was 24, and as at one time in the 
year accommodation outside the asylum for no less than 145 had 
to be found, fresh accommodation is urgently needed, but there 
seems to be no prospect of this being provided. The total 
number of cases treated in the asylum during the year was 976, 
and the average daily number actually resident in the asylum 
'765. During the year 197 were admitted, of whom 180 were 
direct and 17 indirect admissions. In 77 the attacks were first 
attacks within three and in 15 more within twelve months of 
admission; in 61 not-first attacks within twelve months of 
admission and in the remainder the attacks-were of more than 
twelve months’ duration on admission. The total admissions 
were classified according to the forms of mental disorder into: 
Mania of all kinds 87, melancholia of all kinds 27, senile and 
secondary dementia 21, general paralysis 6, epileptic insanity 7, 
confusional insanity 10, primary dementia 2, stupor 9, 
insanity with gross brain lesions and acute delirium 1 each, 
and cases of congenital or infantile defect 11. With 
regard to the probable causation of the insanity in 
the direct admissions, the various etiological factors were 
assigned in the following numbers: Alcohol in 9, or 5 
per cent.; syphilis in 2, tuberculosis in 11, and mental 
stress in 47. An insane heredity was ascertained in 28, and an 
epileptic and neurotic heredity in 1 each. An alcoholic heredity 
does not appear to have been ascertained in any of the 180 direct 
admissions. During the year 74 were discharged as recovered, 
giving a recovery-rate on the direct admissions of 41.11 per cent., 
or of recoveries in the direct admissions on the direct admissions 
of 38.36 per cent. Also 15 were discharged as relieved, and 7 as 
not improved. During the year 75 died, giving a death-rate on 
the average daily numbers on the registers of 9.49 per cent. 
The deaths were due in 18 to cerebro-spinal diseases, with 
8 deaths from general paralysis; in 10 to chest diseases, ex- 
cluding tuberculosis and pneumonia; in 4 to abdominal diseases; 
in 3 to trauma, and in the remainder to general diseases, in- 
cluding 21, or no less than 28 per cent., of the total deaths, from 
tuberculosis. The general health was good on the whole 
throughout the year, and, with the exception of influenza, no 
zymotic disease occurred among the patients. 


DOWN DISTRICT ASYLUM, DOWNPATRICK. 
FRoM the annual report of Dr. M. J. Nolan, the Medical Super- 
intendent of this asylum, it appears that there were 725 patients 
in the asylum on January Ist, 1908, and that on the last day of 
the year there were 752. The total cases under care during the 

ear numbered 868, and the average number resident 739. 
uring the year 143 were admitted, being 15 less than the 
admissions of the previous year. Of these, 111 were first, and 


32 not-first, admissions. In 57 the attacks were first attacks 
within three, and in 22 within twelve, months of admission; in 
31 not-first attacks within. twelve months of admission, and in 
the remainder the attacks were either of more than twelve 
months’ duration (20), or of unknown duration (4), or congenital 
cases (9). They were classified according to the forms of mental 
disorder into : Mania of all kinds, 41 ; melancholia of all kinds, 
72 ; senile and secondary dementia, 13; paralysis, 4; 
epileptic insanity, 4 ; and congenital or infantile defect, 8. As is 
usual in [rish asylums, the small proportion of general paralytics 
admitted is noteworthy. As regards probable causation, the 
following were the principal etiological factors assigned: 


Alcohol in 11, or 7.5 per cent.; venereal disease in 3, critical , 


pee in 14, childbirth, etc., in 3; various bodily diseases in 
8, and mental and emotional stress in14. An insane heredity 
was ascertained in 55, and congenital defect in3. During the 
year 70 were discharged as recovered, giving a recovery-rate on 
the admissions of 49.0 per cent., and6as relieved. There were 
40 deaths, giving a death-rate on the average numbers resident 
of 68 per cent. The deaths were due in 9 to cerebro-spinal 
diseases, with only 3 from F graye paralysis; in 27 to chest 
diseases ; in 1 to volvulus, and in only 3, or 7.5 per cent. of the 
total deaths, to tuberculosis. The general health was good 
throughout the year, and for the first time within the know- 
ledge of the medical superintendent no case of dysentery 
occurred. Dr. Nolan is to be congratulated on being able to 
show a high recovery-rate and a low death-rate, and the Com- 
mittee of Management upon a substantial reduction in the cost 
of maintenance. 


STAFFORDSHIRE LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 
AT the beginning of the year 1908 overcrowding existed at the 
Staffordshire County Asylum, Cheddleton, near Leek; but 
Dr. W. F. Menzies, the Medical Superintendent, says in his 
annual report for that year the excess was never more than 
98, when relief was afforded by the opening of the new exten- 
sions. The new female blocks were opened in April, and the 
male in August, raising the total accommodation to 1,038. On 
January lst, 1908, there were 7C9 on the asylum registers, and 
on the last day of the year there were 843, leaving vacant beds 
for 195. The total cases under care during the year numbered 
1,029, and the average number daily resident 785. During the 
year 320 cases were admitted, of whom 210 were direct and 110 
indirect admissions, mostly transfers from Burntwood Asylum. 
In only 61 of the direct admissions were the attacks first attacks 
within three, and in 28 more within twelve, months of admis- 
sion ; in 42 not-first attacks within twelve months of admission, 
in the remainder the attacks, whether first or not, being of 
more than twelve months’ duration on admission (53), or 
congenital cases (26). As regards duration of disorder, there- 
fore, the admissions were not of a promising order, and .Dr, 
Menzies says that of the total 320 admissions only 92 could 
be considered recoverable cases, the percentage of non- 
recoverable admissions thus amounting to 71.25. The year 
1908 was, Dr. Menzies says, one of worse trade in the district 
than 1907, and in consequence there was (1) a fall in 
the number of cases of alcoholic origin to such an extent 
as to lower the total admission-rate; (2) more congenital 
and epileptic cases were sent from workhouses, having been 
crowded out by ordinary paupers ; and (3) the worry produced by 
slackness of trade and privation was shown to bea less important 
factor in producing insanity than that of the drunken husband. 
The total admissions were classified according to the forms of 
mental disorder into: Mania of all kinds, 94; melancholia of all 
kinds, 53; senile and secondary dementia, 35; delusional in- 
sanity, 10; general paralysis, 20; insanity with epilepsy, 26; 
primary dementia, 17; confusional insanity and stupor, 3 each ; 
insanity with gross brain lesions and acute delirium 2 each ; and 
cases of congenital or infantile defect, 55. As regards the 
probable and principal etiological factors, in the direct admis- 
sions, alcohol was assigned in 55 (73 in 1907), or over 26 per cent., 
acquired syphilis in 24, and congenital syphilis in 9, tuberculosis 
in 32, other toxins in 23, critical periods in 30, bodily trauma in 
19, diseases of the nervous system (including epilepsy, 34) in 45, 
other bodily affections in 46,and mental stress in57. An heredity 
of insanity was ascertained in 63, or 30 per cent., of epilepsy in 
18, of alcoholism in 82, of marked eccentricity in 3, and a neurotic 
heredity in 45. Further, moral deficiency was observed in 12, con- 
genital defect not amounting to imbecility in 19, and eccentricity 
in 6. During the year 70 were discharged as recovered, giving a 
recovery-rate on the direct admissions of 33.33 per cent., or of 
recoveries in the direct admissions on the direct admissions 
of 33.38; also 19 as relieved and 7 as not improved. During the 
year 90died, giving a death-rate on the average number resident 
of 11.46 per cent. The deaths were due in 21 to diseases of the 
nervous system, including 14 deaths from general paralysis ; in 
6 to heart disease; in 7 to chronic nephritis; in 1 each to lymph- 
adenoma, puerperal mania, and phosphorus poisoning ; and in 
the whole remainder to general diseases, including no less than 
33, or 36.6 per cent. of the total deaths, to tuberculosis. In 
referring to this high proportion of tuberculous deaths, Dr. 
Menzies noted in last year’s admissions a high proportion of 
tuberculous cases, and in this year’s report he states that tuber- 
culous disease was diagnosed in 65 of the admissions, or in 20.3 
per cent. As regards the general health during the year, there 
were 43 cases of dysentery with 2 deaths (53 cases with 3 deaths 
in the previous year), and a rather wide outbreak of enteric 
fever of obscure origin occurred which was not over at the end 
of the year. ‘T'wo inquests were held during the year, one being 
on a general paralytic whose death was probably accelerated by 
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two broken ribs caused by falling about a padded room, and the 
other on @ woman patient who had swallowed rat poison before 
admission. 

The annual papers for the year 1908 of Dr. J. W. Stirling 
Christie, the Medical Superintendent of the Stafford County 
Asylum, Stafford, shows that on January Ist, 1908, there were 
911 patients on the registers, and on the last day of the year 881, 
giving a decrease of 30 for the year. The total cases under 
treatment numbered 1,130, and the average number daily 
resident 892. During the year 219 were admitted, of whom 177 
were direct admissions, 14 transfers, and 28 statutory readmis- 
sions. In 115 the attacks were firstattacks within three, and in 
14 more within twelve, months of admission; in 4 it was 
unknown whether the attacks were first attacks or not, and in 
the remainder the attacks were either of more than twelve 
months (17), or of unknown duration (8), or of congenital origin 
(12). The total admissions were classified according to the 
forms of mental disorder into: Recent and chronic mania, 99; 
recent and chronic melancholia, 33; senile and secondary 
dementia, 31; delusional insanity, 11; general paralysis, 3; 
insanity with epilepsy, 15; confusional insanity, 10; moral 
insanity, stupor, and primary dementia, 1 each, and cases of 
congenital or infantile defect, 12. With regard to the probable 
etiological factors in the 177 direct admissions, alcohol 
was assigned in 37, or just over 20 per cent., acquired 
syphilis in 9, congenital syphilis in 2, influenza in 8, 
critical periods in 29, child-bearing in 14, bodily trauma 
in 8, diseases of the nervous system in 25, various 
bodily affections in 9, and mental stress in 53. 
insane heredity was ascertained in 58, or 32.7 per cent., and 
a neurotic heredity and an heredity of eccentricity in 1 each. 
During the year 86 were discharged as recovered, giving 
a recovery-rate on the direct admissions of 41.95, or of recoveries 
in the direct admissions on the direct admissions of 40 0 per cent. 
Also 46 were discharged as relieved and 117 died. The deaths, 
which gave a death-rate on the average numbers resident of 
13.11 per cent., were due in 32 to cerebro-spinal diseases, with 
10 deaths from general paralysis; in 57 to chest diseases, 
including 18 deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis; in 12 to 
abdominal diseases, and in the remainder to general diseases, 
including 8 deaths from senile decay and 1 from general tuber- 
culosis. The general health was good throughout the year, 
serious casualties were few, and, with the exception of 3 cases 
of colitis, 1 of which proved fatal, no case of infectious disease 
occurred. One death only was the subject of a coroner’s 
inquest. This was the case of an aged woman who sustained 
an intracapsular fracture of her left hip from a fall, the shock 
accelerating her death from other causes. 

The annual report for 1908 of Dr. J. B. Spence, the Medical 
Superintendent of the Staffordshire County Lunatic Asylum. 
Burntwood, shows that on January lst, 1908, there were 919 
patients on the registers and 888 on the last day of the year, 
giving a decrease of 31 for the year. The total cases under care 
during the year numbered 1,190, and the average numbers daily 
resident 884. During the year 271 were admitted, of whom 256 
were direct and 15 indirect admissions. As regards duration of 
disorder, in 118 the attacks were first attacks within three, and 
in 43 more within twelve, months of admission; in 48 not-first 
attacks within twelve months of admission; in 3 it was unknown 
whether first attack or not, and in the remainder the attacks, 
whether first or not, were either of more than twelve months 
27), or of unknown duration (3), or of congenital origin (15). 

‘he admissions were classified according to the forms of mental 
disorder into: Mania of all kinds, 158; melancholia of all kinds, 
39; senile and secondary dementia, 15; — paralysis, 23; 
insanity with epilepsy, 19; congenital and infantile defect, 16; 
and not insane, 1. With regard to the supposed etiological 
factors, alcohol was assigned in 40 of the direct admissions, 
or in 15.6 per cent., acquired syphilis in 2, congenital syphilis 
in 3, puerperal sepsis in 8, critical periods in 33, diseases 
of the nervous system in 47, other bodily affections in 
7, bodily traums in 12, child-bearing in 14, and mental 
stress in 77. An insane heredity was ascertained in 74, or 
28 = cent., an epileptic heredity in 3, a neurotic heredity 
in 35, an alcoholic heredity in 16, and of eccentricity in 1; 


also congenital mental defect, not amounting to imbecility, . 


existed in 14. During the year 89 were discharged as recovered, 
giving a recovery-rate on the direct admissions of 34.76 per 
cent., or of recoveries in the direct admissions on the direct 
admissions of 33.20 per cent. Also 38 were discharged as 
relieved, 25 as not improved, and 1 as not insane. During the 
year 149 died, giving a death-rate on the average numbers 
resident of 16.85 per cent. The deaths were due in 54 to cerebro- 
spinal diseases, including 29 from general paralysis and 18 from 
epilepsy ; in 38 to chest diseases (excluding phthisis, pneumonia, 
and broncho neumonia); in 6 to abdominal diseases; in 1 to 
accident; and in the remainder to general diseases, including 
22 from tuberculosis, 12 from pneumonia and_broncho- 
neem 3 from dysentery, and 10 from senile decay. Except 
or an outbreak of influenza during the early months of the year 
the general health was good. There were 6 cases of erysipelas 
and 10 of asylum dysentery, and one fatal accident, that of a 
melancholic female patient, who threw herself from a lavatory 
window, this being the subject of a coroner’s inquiry. 


MERTHYR GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
AT the half-yearly meeting of the governors of the Merthyr 
General Hospital, on August 12th, it was reported that the 
receipts during the half-year amounted to £911 13s. 2d., and this, 


with a balance at the bank on January Ist, made a total of 
£1,343 13s. 3d. The expenditure during the same period 
amounted to £1,494 4s. 7d., showing a sum withdrawn of 
£150 11s. 4d. An application had been made by the workmen 
employed at the Dowlais-Cardiff Colliery, Abercynon, for terms 
for the privilege of sending patients to the hospital. The 
question of an ophthalmic department had been under discus- 
sion, and the matter stood over so that a record of cases sent to 
Cardiff might be kept for guidance. An z- ray apparatus has 
been added to the hospital appliances. 


Aabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE. 3 

TE following appointments have been made at the Admiralty: Staff 
Surgeon R. W. G. Stewart, M.B., to the Pembroke, additional, for 
disposal, September 19th ; Surgeon J. H. McDoWALu. M.B., to Plymouth 
Hospital, September 19th; Staff Surgeon A. R. THomas to the Mars, 
September 19th; Surgeon §. L. MacBrAn, M.B., to the Britannia, 
September 19th; Surgeon P. D. MacI. CAMPBELL to Plymouth Hospital, 
September 19th; Surgeon F. E. ANLEY to the Excellent, additional, for 
the Grafton, September 19th; Surgeon S. F. DuDLEY to the Sandpiper, 
September 21st ; Surgeon F. W. QuIRK to the Commonwealth, September 
2ist; Staff Surgeons P. H. BoypEN, M.B., and R. F. CLARK to the 
President, additional, for survey. of medical stores at the Royal 
Victoria Yard, Deptford, October 1st; Surgeon B. S. RoBERTS, M.B., to 
the Vivid, additional, for disposal, September Ist, 


GRENADIER GUARDS APPOINTMENT. : 
It is announced that, with the approaching retirement of Lieutenant- 
Colonel C. E. Harrison, C.V.O., M.B., Honorary Surgeon to the King, 
from the Grenadier Guards, the appointment of Brigade-Surgeon- 
Lieutenant-Colonel to the Guards is to cease. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 

INFANTRY. 
SURGEON-LIEUTENANT T. C. CuMMINS, 8th Battalion the Duke of Cam 
bridge’s Own (the Middlesex Regiment), resigns his commission, 


July 20th. 
ArMy MEDICAL Corps. 

Third Home Counties Field Ambulance.—Captain G. A. EDSELL to be 
Major, August 20th. 

Second South Midland Field Ambulance.—Hans F, W. BOEDDICKER, 
M.B., to be Lieutenant, July 1st. : 

Third Wessex Field Ambulance.—Lieutenant ALEXANDER MILNE- 
THoMSON to be Captain, August 4th. Major and Honorary Surgeon- 
Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. Brook, M.D., to be Lieutenant-Colonel, 
August 18th. 

For Attachment to Medical Units.—FRANcIS R. M. 
Heaes to be Lieutenant, March lst. 

Attached to Units other than Medical Units.--Lieutenant J. A. 
PRESTON, from the 3rd Home Counties Field Ambulance, Royal Army 
Medical Corps, to be Lieutenant, June 22nd. 


Vital Statistics. 


HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 

In seventy-six of the largest English towns, including London, 7,762 
births and 4,027 deaths were registered during the week ending Satur- 
day last, September llth. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, 
which had been 11.8, 12.9, and 12.9 per 1,000 in the three preceding 
weeks, was 12.8 per 1,000 last week. The rates in the several towns 
ranged from 4.9 in Hornsey, 5.0 in Barrow-in-Furness, 5.2 in Willesden, 
5.7 in Burton-on-Trent, 5.9 in Smethwick, 6.4 in King’s Norton, and 6.6 
in Wallasey, to 17.6 in Liverpool, 17.8 in Wigan, 18.0 in Bootle, in New- 
port (Mon.), and in Rhondda, 18.1 in Norwich, 18.5 in Great Yarmouth, 
18.9 in Hanley (Staffs), and 19.6 in Tynemouth. In London the mortality 
was 12.3 per 1,000, while among the seventy-five other large towns it aver- 
aged 13.0 per 1,000. The death-rate from the principal infectious diseases 
averaged 2.3 per 1,000 in the seventy-six towns; in London these 
diseases caused a death-rate of 2.2 per 1,000, whileamong the seventy-five 
other large towns the rates ranged upwards to 4.5 in Hanley (Staffs) and 
in Wolverhampton, 4.6 in Rhondda, 4.7 in Tynemouth, 5.2 in Coventry, 
5.3 in Bootle, 55 in West Ham, 5.8 in Warrington, and 6.9 in Wigan. 
Measles caused a death-rate of 1.3 in Newport (Mon.) and 3.3 in 
Coventry; scarlet fever of 1.9in Tynemouth; whooping-cough of l.lin 
Walthamstow, 1.2 in Derby,1.3 in Coventry, and 1.5 in Wolverhampton ; 
and diarrhoea of 3.4 in Liverpool, 3.6 in Grimsby, 3.8 in Nottingham 
and in Rhondda, 4.3 in Warrington, 4.4 in West Ham, 45 in Bootle, and 
5.8in Wigan. No fatal case of small-pox was registered in any of the 
seventy-six towns. The number of scarlet fever cases under treatment 
in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and the London Fever Hospital, 
which had been 2,411, 2,347, and 2,377 at the end of the three preceding 
weeks, further rose to 2,436 at the end of last week; 411 new cases were 
admitted during the week, against 245, 284, and 349 in the three 
preceding weeks. 


HEALTH OF SCOTTISH TOWNS. i 
Durine the week ending Saturday last, September 11th, 852 births and 
440 deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scottish towns. 
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 12.0, 12.7, 
and 13.8 per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks, fell last week to 12.3 per 
1,000, and was 0.5 per 1,000 below the mean rate during the same period 
in the seventy-six large English towns. Among these Scottish towns 
the rates ranged from 9.7 in Leith, 10.0 in Edinburgh, and 10.3 in Aber- 
deen, to 15.3 in Paisley and 15.6 in Perth. The death-rate from the 
principal infectious diseases averaged 1.6 per 1,000 in these eight towns, 
the highest rates being recorded in Paisley, Glasgow, and Greenock. 
The 218 deaths registered in Glasgow included 2 which were referred to: 
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measies, 5 to scarlet fever, 6 to diphtheria, 2 to whooping-cough, and 
20 to diarrhoea. Four fatal cases of diarrhoea were recorded in Paisley, 
3 in Aberdeen, and 2 each in Edinburgh, Leith, and Greenock. The 
two deaths from “fever” in Glasgow included one which was certified 
as cerebro-spinal meningitis. 


HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS. 

DURING the week ending Saturday, September 1lth, 599 births and 390 
deaths were registered in the twenty-two principal urban districts of 
Ireland, as against 589 births and 369 deaths in the preceding period. 
The annual death-rate in these districts, which had been 16.2, 18.1, and 
16.8 per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks, rose to 17.1 per 1,000 in the 
week under notice, this figure being 5.0 per 1,000 higher than the mean 
annual death-rate in the seventy-six English towns for the corre- 
sponding period. The figures in Dublin and Belfast were 16.8 and 16.7 
respectively, those in other districts ranging from 4.9 in Kilkenny and 
5.2 in Portadown to 37.0 in Tralee and 31.2 in Waterford, while Cork 
stood at 26.7, Londonderry at 8.5, and Limerick at 20.5. The zymotic 
death-raté in the twenty-two districts averaged 2.9 per 1,000, or the same 
as in the preceding week. 


Wacancies and Appointments. 


This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice in this column, 
advertisements must be received not later than the first post on 


Wednesday morning. 
VACANCIES. 


AYLESBURY: ROYAL BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HOSPITAL.—Male 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum, rising to £120. 

BIRMINGHAM: EAR AND THROAT HOSPITAL.—House-Surgeon. 
Salary at the rate of £70 per annum. 

BIRMINGHAM: QUEEN’S HOSPITAL.—(1) Two House-Physicians ; 
(2) Obstetric and Ophthalmic House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate 
of £50 each per annum. 

BOLTON INFIRMARY AND DISPENSARY.—Junior House-Surgeon. 
Salary, £100 per annum. 

BOURNEMOUTH: ROYAL BOSCOMBE AND WEST HANTS 
HOSPITAL.—House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of £80 per 
annum. 

BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY.—(1) Throat, Nose, and Ear Surgeon; 
salary, £75 per annum. (2) Surgical Registrar. (3) Honorary 
Assistant Dental Anaesthetist. (4) Resident Casualty Officer ; 
salary at the rate of £50 per annum. 

BRITISH LYING-IN HOSPITAL, Endell Street, W.C.—Resident 
Medical Officer. Salary at the rate of £50 per annum. 

CANCER HOSPITAL, Fulham Road, S.W.—(1) Anaesthetist. Hono- 
rarium, 25 guineas per annum. (2) House-Surgeon. Salary, £70 
per annum. 

CANTERBURY: KENT AND CANTERBURY HOSPITAL.—Assistant 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £70 per annum. 

CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, Gray’s Inn Road, 
W.C.—House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of £50 per annum. 

OITY OF LONDON UNION.—Assistant Medical ‘Officer of the 
Infirmary and Workhouse. Salary, £150 per annum. 

CORK COUNTY SANATORIUM.—Resident Medical Superintendent. 
Salary, £250 per annum. 

DERBYSHIRE EDUCATION COMMITTEE. Assistant School 
Medical Officer. Salary, £250 per annum, rising to £350. 

ENNISKILLEN: FERMANAGH COUNTY HOSPITAL. — House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £72 per annum. 

EVELINA HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN, Southwark. — 
(1) House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of £60 per annum. 
(2) Ten Clinical Assistants in the Out-patient Departments. 

EXMINSTER: DEVON COUNTY ASYLUM.—Third Assistant 
Medical Officer. Salary, £140 per annum, rising to £155. 

FIFE DISTRICT ASYLUM, Cupar.—Junior Assistant Medical Officer. 
Salary, £120 per annum. 

GREAT NORTHERN CENTRAL HOSPITAL, Holloway, N.—(1) 
Resident Medical Officer; (2) Senior House-Surgeon; (3) Senior 
House-Physician; (4) Junior House-Physician; (5) Two Junior 
House-Surgeons; (6) Anaesthetist. Salary for (1) £120 per annum, 
for (2) and (3) at the rate of £45 per annum, (4) and (5) £35 per 
annum, and for (6) 10 guineas per annum. 

GUILDFORD: ROYAL SURREY COUNTY HOSPITAL.—House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum. 

HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE CHEST, City Road, E.C.— 
Resident Medical Officer. Salary at the rate of £120 per annum. 

INVERNESS NORTHERN INFIRMARY.—House-Surgeon. Salary, 
£100 per annum. 

LINCOLN COUNTY HOSPITAL.—Junior Male House-Surgeon. 
Salary at the rate of £75 per annum. 

LOWESTOFT HOSPITAL.—House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate of 
£100 per annum. 

MANCHESTER CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL, Pendlebury.—Male Resi- 
dent Medical Officer. Salary for first six months £40, and for 
second six months £50. : 

METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL, Kingsland Road, N.E.—(1) Assistant 
Physician; (2) Resident Anaesthetist; (3) House-Physician; (4) 
House-Surgeon; (5) Assistant House-Physician; (6) Assistant 
House Surgeon. Salary for (2) at the rate of £80 per annum and 
£10 on completion of report, for (3) and (4) £40 per annum, and (5) 
and (6) £20 per annum. 

MOUNT VERNON HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION, Hampstead.— 
(1) Senior Resident Medical Officer; (2) Junior Resident Medical 
Officer. Honorarium, £100 and £50 per annum respectively. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: EYE INFIRMARY.—Non-resident House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £100 per annum. 

NOTTINGHAM GENERAL DISPENSARY.—Two Assistant Resident 
Surgeons. Salary, £160 per annum each. 

OLDHAM INFIRMARY.—Third House-Surgeon. Salary at the rate 
of £80 per annum. 


RAINHILL: COUNTY ASYLUM.—Assistant Medical Officer. Salary, 
£150 per annum, rising to £350. 

ROTHERHAM HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY,—Assistant House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £80 per annum. 

ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, E.C.—Senior House- 
Surgeon. Salary at the rate of £100 per annum. 

ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL, Great Portland 
Street, W.—Resident House-Surgeon. , £100 per annum. 
SAMAgeTae FREE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, Marylebone Road, 

N.W.—Clinical Assistants. 

SCARBOROUGH HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY.—Junior House- 
Surgeon (male). Salary, £80 per annum. 

STAFFORD: STAFFORDSHIRE GENERAL INFIRMARY.—Assis- 
tant House-Surgeon. Salary, £82 per annum. 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL, Gower Street, W.C.—Physician 
in Charge of Skin Out-patient Department. 

WESTERN GENERAL DISPENSARY.—Junior MHouse-Surgeon. 
Salary at the rate of £80 per annum. 

WEST LONDON HOSPITAL, Hammersmith Road, W.—Clinical 
Assistants. 

CERTIFYING FACTORY SURGEONS.—The Chief Inspector of 
Factories announces vacancies at Markinch, co. Fife ; Marlborough, 
co. Wilts; and Ballaghaderrin, co. Roscommon. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Brick, M., M.B., B.Ch.Dub., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the 
Tralee District, co. Kerry. 

BurGEss, W. Leslie, M.B., Ch.B.Edin., House-Surgeon to the Perth 
City and County Royal Infirmary.. 

CAMERON, Matthew, M-:B., C.M., Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
for the Parish of Ceres, vice Dr. Orr. 

Davinson, A., M.D., District Medical Officer of the Blofield Union. 

Davies, Trevor Berwyn, M.B., B.S., B.Sc., House-Physician at the 
University College Hospital, Gower Street. 

EMERSON, J. J., L.R.C.P.and8.Ire., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the 
Emo District, Queen’s County. 

GreEIG, C. C., M.B., C.M.Aberd., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the 
Fyvie District, co. Aberdeen. 

LEA, J., M.B., B.C.Camb., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the Chorley 
District, co. Lancs. a 

LuMSDEN, William, M.B., C.M.Aberd., Assistant School Medical Officer 
for Forfar. 

MINCHIN, P. D., L.R.C.P.and§.Edin., Medical Officer of Health, 
Repton Rural District. 

ra. D. C., M.B., District Medical Officer of the Dewsbury 

nion. 

Strpston, C. A., M.D., B.S.Lond., M.R.C.S.Eng., L.R.C.P.Lond., Hono- 
rary Assistant Surgeon to the Wolverhampton and Staffordshire 
General Hespital. 

WELLS, J. E. B., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Certifying Factory Surgeon for 
the Hoddesdon District, co. Herts. 


~ 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 3s. 6d., which sum should be forwarded in post-office orders 
or stamps with the notice not later than Wednesday morning, in order 
to ensure insertion in the current issue, 


MARRIAGES. 


BEATTIE—FERGUSON,—On September 8th, at All Saints’, Gosforth, by 
the Rev. W. H. Ainger, M.A., Thomas Beattie, M.D., M.R.C.P., 
eldest son of John Beattie, J.P., Summerhill Grove, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, to Edith Gwendolen, eldest daughter of James 
Ferguson, The Croft, Gosforth. 


CADDICK—PEARMAN Sm1tH.—On September 9th, at Great Barr Church, 
by the Rev. T. A. Nock, M.A., Rector of Bressingham, Norfolk, 
cousin of the bride, assisted by the Rev. J. Lane Hopkin, M.A., 
and the Rev. W. Felton, B.A., Charles John Caddick, second son of 
Alfred Caddick, of oer Sutton Coldfield, to Winifred Emily 
Ellen, eldest daughter of WwW. J. Pearman Smith, of Park Hall, 
Walsall. At home 44, Bradford Street, Walsall, October 12th, 
13th, 14th, and 15th. 


MANWARING-WHITE—BARTLEET.—On September 15th, 1909, at Headless 
Cross, by the Rev. E. R. Manwaring- White, assisted by the Rev. S. 
Baber and the Rev. E. ay Dr. Richard Manwaring, of North- 
wich, second son of the Rev. E. R. and Mrs. Manwaring-White, of 
Appleton, Yorks, to Evelyn Phyllis Harriet, second daughter of 
H. S. Bartleet, Esq., J.P., and Mrs. Bartleet, of Headless Cross, 
Worcestershire. 


RusTON-HARRISON—WEsT.—On September 8th, at Hoylake Perish 
Church, by the Rev. H. E. Elwell, M.A., brother-in-law of the 
bride, and the Rev. Francis Sanders, M.A., F.S.A., Vicar of 
Hoylake, George Herbert Ruston-Harrison, M.B., C.M.Edin., 
youngest son of the late David and Wilhelmina Ruston- Harrison, 
of Stanwix, Carlisle, to Ella Maud, second daughter of the late 
Ernest Evill West, of Waterloo, Liverpool, and of the late Blanche 
West, of Bebington, Cheshire. 


DEATHS, 


Lonc.—On September 9th, at his residence, 177, Trinity Road, Upper 
Tooting, S.W., Alexander Long, M.R "C.P.L, R.C.S. 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.A.M.C. (retired), eldest son of the late James 
Long, F.R.C.S., formerly Senior Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary, 
Liverpool, aged 71. 


TayLor.—On August 19th, suddenly, of heart failure, Frederic Taylor, 
L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S.Eng., and L.M., of 43, Beauchamp Road, 
S.W., formerly of Woodstock, Oxon., in his 79th year. 
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CALENDAR. 


[SEPT. 18, 1909. 


DIARY FOR THE WEEK. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 


MEpIcAL GRADUATES’ COLLEGE AND POLYCLINIC, 22, Chenies Street, 
W.C.—The following clinical demonstrations have been 
arranged for next week at 4 p.m. each day: Monday, 
Skin; Tuesday, Medical; Wednesday, Surgical ; 

Thursday, Surgical; Friday, Eye. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Official Guide to Cromer and District. Published by the Cromer 
Advertising and Advancement Association, under the auspices of 
the Urban District Council; to be obtained gratis from the 
Honorary Secretary. 

An illustrated guide calling particular attenting to the 
advantages afforded by Cromer during September and 
October, when, the medical officer of health states, 
weather conditions are generally experi- 
enced. 


The Pocket Medical Dictionary. By W.A. Newman Dorland, M.A., 
M.D. Sixth edition. London and Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders 
and Company. (Fcap. 8vo, pp. 598. 5s.) And the Illustrated 
Medical Dictionary. Fifth edition. By the same author and 
from the same publishers. (Med. 8vo, pp. 876. 19s.) 


These are new and revised issues of two long-standing 
friends, and both are of convenient size for their 
respective purposes. They appear to be well up to 
date; but the author sits somewhat quaintly on the 
fence in respect of the pronunciation of certain words. 
In the case of ‘ tinnitus,’ the author plumps for the 
classical and correct accentuation in one volume and 
in the other gives the wrong accentuation also. The 
word ‘‘ vertigo” receives the same treatment; but in 
this case the author would seem to prefer the incorrect 
version, as he places this first in the larger dictionary. 
We may add that we think it probable that few people 
will agree that ‘‘lik‘er’’ correctly represents the 
pronunciation of the word liquor. 


CALENDAR OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Meetings to be Held. 


Date. Meetings to be Held. 


SEPTEMBER. 
19 Sunbdap ee 
‘20 MONDAY .. 
21 TUESDAY .. 
22 WEDNESDAY Subcommittees 2.30 p.m. 
23 THURSDAY.. 
24 FRIDAY ee 
25 SATURDAY .. 
‘26 Sunday ee 
27 MONDAY ae. 
28 TUESDAY .. 


ALTRINCHAM DIVISION, Lancashire and 
Cheshire Branch, meeting of Com- 


mittee, Dr. G.H. Smith’s, Knutsford, | 


4.30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY) UcKINGHAMSHIRE DIVISION, South 


Midland Branch, Red Lion Hotel, 
High Wycombe, 2.30 p.m.; Lunch, 
1 p.m. 


30 THURSDAY... 


Contract 


OCTOBER. 


LONDON : Special Poor Law Reform 
1 FRIDAY... 4 Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
INVERNESS: Scottish Committee. 


2 SATURDAY .. 
3 Sundap eo 
4 MONDAY .. 
LONDON : 


5 TUESDAY ee 10.45 a.m. 


6 WEDNESDAY Committee, 


ALTRINCHAM DIVISION, Lancashire 
and Cheshire Branch, General Meet- 
ing, Knutsford, 4.30 p.m. 

ANGLIAN BRANCH, Autumn Meet- 
ing, Great Yarmouth. 


Organization Committee, 


7 THURSDAY... 


8 FRIDAY ee 
9 SATURDAY .. 
10 Sundap ee 


| 11 MONDAY .. 


12 TUESDAY .. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
THE British Medical Association exists for the promotion of medical and the allied sciences, and the maintenance of 


the honour and the interests of the medical profession. 


The Annual Subscription to the British Medical Association is £1 5s. 0d., and the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL is 
supplied weekly, post free, to every member of the British Medical Association, wherever he may reside. 
orms of application for membership can be obtained from 429, Strand, London, W.C. 
The principal rules governing the election of a medical practitioner to be a member of the British Medical 


Association are as follow: 


Article III.—Any Medical Practitioner es, gn in the United 
Kingdom under the Medical Acts and any Medical Practi- 
tioner residing within the area of any Branch of the Asso- 
tion situate in any part of the British Empire other than 
the United Kingdom, who is so registered or possesses such 
medical qualifications as shall, subject to the regulations, 
be prescribed by the Rules of the said Branch, shall be 
eligible as a Member of the Association. The mode and 
conditions of election to Membership shall from time to 
time be determined by or in accordance with the By-laws. 
Ev Member, whether one of the existing Members or 
& subsequently-elected Member, shall remain a Member 
until he ceases to be a Member in accordance with the 
provisions hereof. 


‘By-law 1.—Every candidate for Membership of the Association 
shall apply for election in writing, addressed to the Asso- 
ciation, and stating his agreement, if elected, to abide by 
the tiops and By-laws of the Association, and the 
Rules of such Division and Branch to which he may at any 
ae , and to pay his subscription for the current 


By-law 2.—Every candidate who resides within the area of a 
Branch shall forward his application to the Secretary of 
such Branch. Notice of the proposed election shall be sent 


by the Branch Secretary to the General Secretary of the 
Association, and to every Member of the Branch Council. 
and the candidate, if not disqualified by any Regulation of 
the Association, may be elected a Member of the Association 
by the Branch Council at any meeting thereof held not less 
than seven days (or such longer period as the Branch may b 
its Rules prescribe) after the date of the said Notice. x 
Branch may by special Resolution require that each candi- 
date for election to the Association shall furnish a certificate 
from two Members of the Association to whom he is per- 
sonally known. Officers of the Navy, Army, and Indian 
Medical Services on the Active List are eligible for election 
through the Council or a Branch without approving 
signatures as laid down in By-law 3. 


By-law 3.—Every candidate whose place of residence is not 
included in the area of any Branch shall forward his Appli- 
cation to the General Secretary of the Association, together 
with a statement signed by three Members of the Associa- 
tion, that from personal knowledge they consider him a 
suitable person for election. Notice of the proposed election 
shall be sent by the General Secretary to every Member of 
the Council, and the candidate, if not disqualified by any 
Regulation of the Association, may be elected a Member of 
the Association by the Council at any meeting thereof held 
not less than one month after the date of the said notice. 


The annual subscription to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for non-members is £1 8s. 0d. for the United Kingdom, and 
£1 15s. Od. for abroad. 


Printed and Published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No. 42 Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fislds, in the County of M'ddlesex. 
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